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Dear Parents and Community Members,    April 17, 2020 

 
I hope this message finds you and your families safe and well. Today, Illinois Gov. JB 
Pritzker announced remote learning in Illinois will be extended through the end of the 2019-20 
school year due to the public health crisis of COVID-19.  
 
Although in-person learning has been suspended for the rest of the year, I assure you our 
entire Ladd School staff remains committed to learning and engaging with all students through 
remote learning, as well as continuing with our food distribution program every Tuesday 
morning from 8-9 at Ladd School and from 11-12 at the First Congregational Church of 
Bureau.  
 
Like you, we are saddened by the reality our students will not return to their physical 
classrooms this year; we are saddened by the loss of extracurricular opportunities for our 
students; we are saddened special events have to be cancelled; and we are saddened not to 
have the privilege of working with your children in person every day.  Our students have 
worked so hard to learn and grow in both the classroom and in extracurricular activities that 
today’s announcement is disappointing.   
 
However, we will get through this together!  What I know about the Ladd Community 
Consolidated School District #94 is this community is resilient!  We are not afraid of a 
challenge and we are not afraid of hard work, so we will roll up our sleeves (washing our 
hands and arms thoroughly for at least twenty seconds) and do this!   We will stay home as 
much as we possibly can; we will maintain social distancing; we will help and support our 
essential workers on the front line of this crisis; we will give assistance to our neighbors at 
highest risk; and we will support our children through their remote learning so that they are as 
well prepared for the next school year as they possible can be! 

 
With this announcement just being made by Governor Pritzker this afternoon, we are already 
developing plans for graduation and details about the end of the year.  Please be patient as 
we work out the details.  One piece of information we still need is what the Stay at Home order 
will look like after April 30.  Once we have that information, we will finalize our plans and get 
more information out to you.  
 
I know this is not the school year that any of us imagined, but I want to thank you for your 
patience and understanding as we have dealt with this unprecedented situation together. This 
period of Remote Learning offers us new ways to learn and grow, and out of this Pandemic, 
we will emerge stronger.  
 
It’s important we continue to work together and support our students. I can't thank you enough 
for all the sacrifices you are making as we all work together through this to keep our families 
safe.  If I can be of additional assistance to you or your family, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to me. 

 
Michelle V. Zeko 

http://www.laddccsd94.com/
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