
Library visits build responsibility
Turn your child into 
a responsible library 
patron by reminding 
her to:
•	  Use her indoor voice. You 

want your child to be enthusiastic 
while she’s at the library, but not so 
loud that she disrupts other readers. 

•	  Respect the books. This means keep-
ing library books in a safe place at 
home and taking care of them. It 
also means returning them on time.

Reinforce your child’s reading skills  
over the summer
Summer is around the corner, but that doesn’t mean your  
child should stop learning! To keep her literacy skills strong  
over the summer:
•	  Create new reading routines. If 

your child enjoyed “show 
and tell” during the school 
year, keep the fun going! 
Once a week, have her 
select a special book 
and tell you why she 
loves it. It’ll boost 
her verbal skills and 
her creativity.

•	  Review letters and sight 
words. Let your child go through some of the junk mail you 
receive. She can circle the letters that she knows or sight words 
she recognizes.

•	 Stock a special summer book shelf. Find interesting books at yard 
sales, thrift shops or by swapping with friends. Put the books 
on a shelf marked “Special Summer Stories.” Read them with 
your child frequently!

Carve out a few minutes each day for some rhyme time. It’s 

an effective way to help your child learn letters and sounds. 

It’s fun, too! To encourage your child to rhyme: 

•	 Sing rhyming songs, like “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star.” 

•	 Point out objects around the house and ask your child to 

find words that rhyme with them. 

•	 Say three words, two that rhyme and one that doesn’t, 

such as hat, box and mat. Encourage your child to pick 

out the two that rhyme. 

•	 Read nursery rhymes and other rhyming stories. Make up 

your own rhymes together, too!

Source: “Helping Your Preschool Child,” U.S. Department of Education, 

niswc.com/rhyme_activities.
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Use rhymes to teach letters and sounds Engage your child’s senses when 
you read together
Find word-filled ways to engage your 
child’s senses. Here are some ideas:
•	 Look for books with bright, bold pic-

tures to look at. 
•	  Take story time outdoors. 

Talk about what you 
smell in nature.

•	  Help your child imagine 
(and make) a tasty 
treat that her favorite 
book character might enjoy. 

•	  Listen to audiobooks together. 
•	  Offer books with different textures to 

touch or chunky pages to turn.

Conversation increases 
language learning
Talk with your child 
often to boost his lan-
guage skills. Frequent 
conversations can expose him to new 
words and ideas. When talking with 
your child, remember to: 
•	  Speak clearly and enthusiastically. 
•	  Give him chances to respond to what 

you’re saying. 
•	  Encourage him to ask questions and 

share his own thoughts.
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“I think of life as a good book. The further you 
get into it, the more it begins to make sense.” 

—Harold Kushner
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Books to delight your early reader
•	 	Gaston by Kelly DiPucchio 

(Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers). Gaston is a bulldog in a 
family of poodles. See what happens 
when he meets a poodle in a family 
of bulldogs, and the two odd dogs 
trade places. 

•	 	Extra Yarn by Mac 
Barnett (Balzer + Bray). 
Annabelle has a magic 
box of yarn, which 
she uses to knit hats, 
scarves and more for 
everyone and everything 
around her. But what happens when 
someone who isn’t as generous gets 
his hands on the magic box? 

•	 	Last Stop on Market Street by Matt 
de la Peña (G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books 
for Young Readers). CJ and his grand-
mother ride the bus across town 
every Sunday. Throughout the  
journey, his grandmother helps him 
see the beauty in everything. 
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Explore nonfiction texts with 
your child
Be sure to read nonfiction books with your 
child often. They can help her:
•	  Learn new concepts and vocabulary. Help your 

child learn interesting facts about something 
she doesn’t know about. 

•	  Gain information in new ways. In addition to 
learning from the text, your child can learn from pictures and 
captions, graphics and charts. 

•	 Strengthen thinking skills. As you read nonfiction books, have 
conversations with your child. Ask her what she thinks of what 
she’s learning and if there’s anything she wants to know more 
about. Think out loud as you look at the book together. “I  
wonder what that group of stars is called. Where could we  
learn more? I bet we’ll find out if we continue reading!”

Source: “Getting the Most Out of Nonfiction Reading Time,” Reading Rockets, 
niswc.com/reading_nonfiction.

Q:  My child adores books, but he can be rough with them. 
How can I teach him to be more gentle?

A:  By being patient. As you read books together, 
remind him of the right way to treat them.  
“We pick up the book with both hands. We turn 
each page carefully. We put it away gently when 

we’re finished.” Do this each time you read together, and he’ll 
eventually get the message. 

Do you have a question about reading? Email readingadvisor@parent-institute.com.
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Read aloud with energy and patience 
Whether you have unlimited hours or just a few spare minutes, 
get the most out of the time you spend reading to your child. 
Make sure that you:
•	  Read with expression. Use 

everything from funny voic-
es to exaggerated gestures. 
The more you get into the 
story, the more she will, too.

•	  Go slowly. Try not to rush 
through the books. Give 
your child a chance to enjoy 
the pictures and think about 
what she’s hearing.

•	 Pause often. Encourage your 
child to ask questions and 
make comments during story 
time. View them as proof that 
she’s engaged in the tale!

Source: “Tips for Reading Aloud,” 
National Education Association,  
niswc.com/reading_aloud_tips.

Any type of weather is good for 
building language skills
Summer weather isn’t always perfect, but you and your child can 
enjoy plenty of outdoor 
learning activities anyway:
•	  If it rains, grab an 

umbrella and go on a 
walk around the block. 
Back home, help your child 
write about your watery adventure. 

•	  On hot days, make up silly stories as 
your child plays in the sprinkler. 
Or set up a blanket in the shade for story time. 
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